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Tea began as a medicine and grew into a beverage. In China, in the eighth
century, it entered the realm of poetry as one of the polite amusements. The
fifteenth century saw Japan ennoble it into a religion of aestheticism—Teaism.
Teaism is a cult founded on the adoration of the beautiful among the sordid
facts of everyday existence. It inculcates purity and harmony, the mystery of

mutual charity, the romanticism of the social order (10) .
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“He was wont to regard Japan as barbarous while she indulged in the gentle
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arts of peace; he calls her civilised since she began to commit wholesale

slaughter on Manchurian battlefields.
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Opium War through Chinese Eyes. fERXEZEH, MRTEEHLEIYE, WHMARER,
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Lin composed an ‘Address to the Spirit of the Sea’, to be used when making a
sacrifice of apology to the Spirit for polluting the sea with the opium that he
now proposed to liquefy and run off into the Canton estuary.

“He prays that the spirit by his cryptic influences may rid China of this
baleful thing, tame the bestial nature of the foreigner, and make them know

their God” (13),
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