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In 1778 he purchased the lease of a pretty valley, about eight acres in extent,

near Lichfield, and made it into a botanic garden; and this seems to have been
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his chief amusement. Miss Seward describes the place in her grandiose style
as “a wild umbrageous valley...irriguous from various springs, and swampy from
their plenitude”. It now forms part of an adjoining park; and a Handbook for
Lichfield says it is still “a wild spot, but very picturesque; many of the old trees
remaining, and occasionally a few Darwinian snow-drops and daffodils peeping

through the turf, and bravely fighting the battle of life.”
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Perhaps all the products of nature are in their progress to greater
perfection ? an idea countenanced by the modern discoveries and deductions

concerning the progressive formation of the solid parts of the terraqueous globe.
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“First the tall CANNA lifts his curled brow
Erect to heaven, and plights his nuptial vow;
The virtuous pair, in milder regions born,
Dread the rude blast of Autumn’s icy morn,
Round the chill fair he folds his crimson vest,
And clasps the timorous beauty to his breast.
11. 39-44
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The general design of the following sheets is to inlist [enlist] Imagination under
the banner of Science; and to lead her votaries from the looser analogies, which
dress out the imagery of poetry, to the stricter ones which form the ratiocination

7 of philosophy.
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