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Dining Diplomacy in the Edo Period:

Commodore PerryOs Intercultural Strategic Communication
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Abstract

A pervasive notion is that immediately after Commodore PerryOs black
ships steamed into Uraga, the city of Edo (Tokyo) and the surrounding
areas became in great tumult; in anticipation of war which seemed
imminent. Historians at the same time have customarily charged Perry with
arrogance, conceit and what-not in negotiating with the Japanese
counterparts in Great Lew Chew (Okinawa) and in Kanagawa. Contrary to
the aforementioned stereotyped images, Perry was imperious, and as
Morrison put it, not imperialistic; firm, not arrogant; dignified not conceited.
Above all, he was a master of so-called Odining diplomacyO and applied it
into many instances in both Great Lew Chew and Kanagawa. The thrust of
this paper is to delve into in what manner Perry executed his mission of
opening of Japan through his proven diplomatic ability and how the
Japanese officials treated Perry and his officers on official occasions in the

context of intercultural strategic communication.
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As to the culinary skill that had been employed in preparing the
regentOs feast, they were certainly dishes of the composition of which the
guest were ignorant ,but still they were, in general, savory and very good;
much more so than those presented by Chinese cookery.... (The Lew
Chewans) were ready enough to drink, on private account, without any
stately formality, as the sake circulated freely during the eight courses of
soup. When the Commodore supposed the soldids were about to appear, he
rose....”’
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(After signing, Perry then presented an American flag to Hayashi, and
fieldpieces to Ido and Izawa, Oto evidence our intention never to oppose
your country.0) All then sat down to a Japanese feast, which has been
frequently depicted in contemporary prints, complete with lengthy menu
which included an entire fish for each convive... With the Japanese
CommissionerOs permission, Commodore and his staff took long walks
around Kanagawa, called on the mayors to exchange toasts in sake....*’
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