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In those I was still doing some traveling.

I had just left one country and entered another. Sleeping and walking, I passed one day after
the next in a cheap hotel in the students’ quarter of the capital city. It was the beginnig of
summer, most of the inhabitants had already gone south on vacation, and the city was deserted,
like a vast cemetery or an empty valley. Every day, the rain began in the morning and the sky

hung low like an old, greasy wad of cotton. (Darkness in Summer)
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In the late summer of that year we lived in a village that looked across the river and the plain
to the mountains. In the bed of the river there were pebbles and boulders, dry and white in the

sun, and the water was clear and swiftly moving and blue in the channels.
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