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(85—86 H)
In the morning I arose as usual, though with difficulty. I tried to persuade
myself that I was merely suffering from a violent attack of dyspepsia, the natural
result of Concordia diet. When the waiter brought my breakfast I regarded it
with resentful eye, feeling for the moment very much like my grumbling acquain-
tance of the dinner hour. It may be as well to explain that the breakfast consisted
of very bad coffee, with goat’s milk, hard, coarse bread, and goat’s butter, which
tasted exactly like indifferent lard...Cow’s milk could be obtained in very small
quantities, but it was of evil flavour; butter, in the septentrional sense of the word,

did not exist.

(65 H)
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(102 )
The broth offered me was infamous, mere coloured water beneath half an inch of
floating grease. Once there was a promise of a fowl, and I looked forward to it
eagerly; but, alas! this miserable bird had undergone a process of seething for the
extraction of soup. I would have defied anyone to distinguish between the
substance remaining and two or three old kid gloves boiled into a lump.
(78 H)
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(149 H)
Next appeared a dish for which I had covenanted — the only food, indeed, which
the people had been able to offer at short notice — a stew of pork and potatoes.
Pork (maiale) is the staple meat of all this region; viewing it as Homeric diet, I had
often battened upon such flesh with moderate satisfaction. But the pork of

Squillace defeated me; it smelt abominably, and it was tough as leather.

(117 H)
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(102 )
...the good woman offered her aid in the carving; she took hold of the bird by the
two legs, rent it asunder, tore off the wings in the same way, and then, with a smile
of satisfaction, wiped her hands upon her skirt. If her hands had known water (to.

say nothing of soap) during the past twelve months I am much mistaken.

(78 E)
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(152 )

The animal population was not without its importance. Turn where I would I
encountered lean, black pigs, snorting, frisking, scampering, and squealing as if the
bad weather were a delight to them. Gaunt, low-spirited dogs prowled about in

search of food, and always ran away at my approach.

(120 ®)
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(118—119 &)
The sun was setting when I alighted at the Marina, and as [ waited for the branch
train my eyes feasted upon a glory of colour which made me forget aching
weariness. All around lay orchards of orange trees, the finest I had ever seen, and
over their solid masses of dark foliage, thick hung with ripening fruit, poured the
splendour of the western sky. It was a picture unsurpassable in richness of tone;
the dense leafage of deepest, warmest green glowed and flashed, its magnificence
heightened by the blaze of the countless golden spheres adorning it. Beyond, the
magic sea, purple and crimson as the sun descended upon the vanishing horizon.
Eastward, above the slopes of Sila, stood a moon almost at its full, the yellow of

an autumn leaf, on a sky soft-flushed with rose.
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In my geography it is written that between Catanzaro and the sea lie the gardens
of the Hesperides.
(92 H)
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(174—175 H)

It was a wild night. When the rain at length ceased, lightning flashed ceaseless-
ly about the dark heights of Aspromonte; later, the moon rose, and sailing amid
grandly illumined clouds, showed white waves rolling in upon the beach. Wher-
ever the train stopped, that sea-music was in my ears — now seeming to echo a
verse of Homer, now the softer rhythm of Theocritus. Think of what one may in

day-time on this far southern shore, its nights are sacred to the poets of Hellas.

(138 H)
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(131 ®)
I watched her for a long time, hoping she might make a sale, but ever she was
unsuccessful; for all that she bore herself with a dignity not easily surpassed.
Each offer of her wares was made as if she conferred a graceful favour, and after
each rejection she withdrew unabashed, outwardly unperturbed, seeming to take
stately leave. Only her persistence showed how anxious she was to earn money;
neither on her features nor in her voice appeared the least sign of peddling
solicitude. I shall always remember that tall, hard-visaged woman, as she passed
with firm step and nobly balanced figure about the streets of Catanzaro. To pity
her would have been an insult. The glimpse I caught of her laborious life revealed
to me something worthy of admiration; never had I seen a harassing form of

discouragement so silently and strongly borne.

(101—102 H)
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(107 H)
At the moment when this strain broke upon my ear, [ was thinking ill of Cotrone
and its inhabitants; in the first pause of the music I reproached myself bitterly for
narrowness and ingratitude. All the faults of the Italian people are whelmed in
forgiveness as soon as their music sounds under the Italian sky. One remembers
all they have suffered, all they have achieved in spite of wrong. Brute races have
flung themselves, one after another, upon this sweet and glorious land; conquest
and slavery, from age to age, have been the people’s lot. Tread where one will,
the soil has been drenched with blood. An immemorial woe sounds even through
the lilting notes of Italian gaiety. It is a country wearied and regretful, looking
ever backward to the things of old; trivial in its latter life, and unable to hope
sincerely for the future. Moved by these voices singing over the dust of Croton,
I asked pardon for all my foolish irritation, my impertinent fault-finding. Why
had I come hither, if it was not that I loved land and people? And had I not richly

known the recompense of my love?

(82 H)
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(108 )
But among the simple on Italian soil a wandering stranger has no right to nurse
national superiorities, to indulge a contemptuous impatience. It is the touch of
tourist vulgarity. Listen to a Calabrian peasant singing as he follows his oxen
along the furrow, or as he shakes the branches of his olive tree. That wailing
voice amid the ancient silence, that long lament solacing ill-rewarded toil, comes

from the heart of Italy herself, and wakes the memory of mankind.

(82—83 H)
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(40—42 H)

On the rocks below stood fishermen hauling in a great net, whilst a boy splashed

T

i

the water to drive the fish back until they were safely enveloped in the last meshes;
admirable figures, consummate in graceful strength, their bare legs and arms the
tone of terra cotta.... Their slow, patient effort speaks of immemorial usage, and
it is in harmony with time itself...their lithe limbs, their attitudes at work or in
repose, their wild, black hair, perpetually reminded me of shapes pictured on a
classic vase....Later in the day I came upon a figure scarcely less impressive.
Beyond the new quarter of the town, on the ragged edge of its wide, half-peopled
streets, lies a tract of olive orchards and of seed-land; there, alone amid great bare
fields, a countryman was ploughing. The wooden plough, as regards its form,
might have been thousands of years old; it was drawn by a little donkey, and
traced in the soil — the generous southern soil — the merest scratch of a fur-
row...Never have I seen man so utterly patient, so primavally deliberate. The
donkey’s method of ploughing was to pull for one minute, and then rest for two;
it excited in the ploughman not the least surprise or resentment. Though he held
a long stick in his hand, he never made use of it; at each stoppage he contemplated
the ass, and then gave utterance to a long “Ah-h-h!” in a note of the most
affectionate remonstrance. They were not driver and beast, but comrades in
labour. It reposed the mind to look upon them.

(27-28 H)

27 OLBERO TGS RS0, THROERE), "AHBEOHESD ) By
3, ¥y vy IO TBEOEROSE, F—TOHRALIIE{ERY, L5, #OD. H.
O—VYRARZEWHDORERI®E, a—LV Y RE, 47V 7RBELTE, ™15 ) 70#E
By Twilight in Italy %, "<tV ) 7 Oy Etruscan Places, LT "y V7—=7
D¥gs The Sardenian Sea 72 ¥ DITATX » Ty 4 2EEVLTW3 2, ZhBELTRE, 5l

OSSR LI LRSS,

%js
1 ZO@HmXE, BAEX¥RIIHEXHEME 39 EZACCEHE (1 JLBERFICFER) R 258

122



Xy 70 TEA YY) 7B

B, "45 ) 7eHEe onERE, 0—8ic, INEBEEBLI-bDTH S,
2 G. Gissing: By the lonian Sea: Notes of a Ramble in Southern Italy (Illinois: Northwestern, 1996).
FEXo5/HikeTIhick 3,
3 G ¥yyrr7F, M BREA YY) 7EBER CEESUE, 1994), HBROFIAELTIhICE 5.
4 fhEm T -7 0 T4 TRT URKERERE, BT75, 101-111 HE2EE,

123



