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17 September
My purpose in making this wonderful journey is not to delude myself but to

discover myself in the objects I see.’

(57 H)
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On market days the squares are piled high with garlic and onions and every sort
of vegetable and fruit. The people shout, throw things, scuffle, laugh and sing all
day long. The mild climate and cheap food make life easy for them. At night
the singing and the music get even louder. The ballad of Marlborough* can be
heard in every street, and here and there a dulcimer or a violin as well. They
whistle and imitate all kinds of birdcalls; one hears the most peculiar sounds. In
the exuberance of their life this shadow of a nation still seems worthy of respect.
The squalor and lack of comfort in their houses, which shock us so much, spring
from the same source; they are always out of doors and too carefree to think about
anything. The lower classes take everything as it comes, even the middle classes
live in a happy-go-lucky fashion, and the rich and the nobility shut themselves up
in their houses, which are by no means as comfortable as a house in the north.
They entertain company in public buildings. The porticos and courtyards are

filthy with ordure and this is taken completely for granted.
(60—62 H)
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My attention was drawn to the obvious influence of high altitude. I not only
saw new plants but also familiar ones with a different kind of growth. In the
low-lying regions, branches and stems were strong and fleshy and leaves broad, but
up here in the mountains, branches and stems became more delicate, buds were
spaced at wider intervals and the leaves were lanceolate in shape. I observed this
in a willow and in a gentian, which convinced me that it was not a question of
different species. Near the Walchensee, the rushes I saw were also taller and
thinner than those of the plain.

The limestone Alps through which I have been travelling so far have a grey

colour and beautiful irregular shapes, even though the rock is divided into level
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strata and ridges. But since bent strata also occur and the rock does not weather
equally everywhere, the cliffs and peaks assume bizarre shapes. This formation
continues up the Brenner to a considerable altitude. In the neighbourhood of the
Upper Lake, I came across a modification of it. Against a dark-green and
dark-grey mica schist, strongly veined with quartz, there leaned a white solid
limestone which towered glimmering above its screes, a huge, deeply fissured
mass. Further up, I found mica schist again, though it seemed of a softer texture
than that lower down. Higher still, appeared a special type of gneiss or, rather,
a kind of granite approximating to gneiss, such as one finds in the district of
Elbogen. Up here, opposite the Inn, the cliff is mica schist. The streams which
flow from these mountains deposit nothing except this rock and grey limestone.

The granite massif upon which all this leans cannot be far away. My map
shows that we are on the slope of the Great Brenner proper where all the streams

of the surrounding region have their sources.

(33 H)
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He must have thought me still more of an eccentric when he saw me searching
for pebbles in the shoals which the river had left high and dry, especially when I
‘pocketed several specimens. Again, I could not explain to him that the quickest
way to get an idea of any mountainous region is to examine the types of rock
fragments washed down by its streams, or that there was any point in studying
rubble to get the idea of these eternal classical heights of the prehistoric earth.

My haul from the river turned out to be a rich one. I collected nearly forty
specimens, though I must admit they could possibly all be classified under a few
rubrics. The majority are probably some kind of jasper or chert or schist. Some
were round and smooth, some shapeless rubble, some rhomboid in form and of
many colours. There was no lack, either, of pebbles of shell-limestone.

Shell-limestone underlies the plain on which Palermo stands, the region outside
the city, called Ai Colli, and part of the Bagheria. The city has been built of it,
hence the large quarries in the neighbourhood. Near Monte Pellegrino there is
one quarry more than fifty feet deep. The lower strata are whiter than the upper
and contain many fossil corals and shellfish, scallop shells in particular. The
uppermost stratum is mixed with red clay and contains few fossils, if any. Above

this there is only a very thin layer of red clay.
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All I can say about the Italians is this: they are children of Nature, who, for all the
pomp and circumstance of their religion and art, are not a whit different from
what they would be if they were still living in forests and caves. What strikes any
foreigner are the murders which happen almost every day. In our quarter alone
there have been four in the last three weeks. Today again the whole city is
talking of one, but it only talks. An honest artist called Schwendimann, a Swiss
medallist and the last pupil of Hedlinger, was assaulted exactly like Winckelmann.
His assailant, with whom he had got into a scuffle, stabbed him twenty times, and
when the guards arrived, the villain stabbed himself. This is not the fashion here.

Usually, the murderer takes sanctuary in a church, and that is the end of that.
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His soul receives the seal of a soundness, a seriousness without pedantry, and a
joyous composure. At least, I can say that I have never been so sensitive to the
things of this world as I am here. The blessed consequences will, I believe, affect
my whole future life.

So let me seize things one by one as they come; they will sort themselves out
later. I am not here simply to have a good time, but to devote myself to the noble

objects about me, to educate myself before I reach forty.
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Tonight I sat there meditating in a corner. I felt very alone, since no one in the
world, even had he thought of me at that moment, would have looked for me in

such a place.
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I cannot repeat often enough much my hard-won knowledge of those natural
things, which man takes as his raw material and transforms to suit his needs, helps
me to get a clearer idea of the craftsman’s technique. Just as my knowledge of
mountains and the minerals extracted from them is of great advantage to me in
my study of architecture.
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