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The Modern Self-consciousness in the Literaiure of Ichiyo Higuchi
~—— Centering around Nigorie (A Muddy Estuary) and Jusanya (Tte Thir-
teenth Night) =——

by
Masayuki KIMURA

It has been pointed out that there is a lack of “consciousness of modern-
ity” in Ichiyo Higuchi’s social criticism and view on poeis as well as in her
personality displayed in her literature. “Ii is true,” says Mr. Tadayoshi Kondo,
“that Ichiyo was the first woman to lift up her voice in behalf of the ‘oppr-
essed’ woman---  but she cannot be said i{o have handled the problem from
the most effective and proper angle.” This seems {o be partly because hers is
a literature with the feudalistic and immature Japan of the Meiji era for a
background and partly because of her own classical attainments. Then, is it
impossible to find out her “consciousness of modemity” in her literature? The
writer does not think so. As most scholars poini out, there are clearly seen
three stages in the development of her literature. But, what about the problem
of her “modern self-conscicusness’? The writer has tried to consider her ap-

proach to modernity by amalyzing her two novels Nigorie and Jusanya.



