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Sir Harry Parks Suez Canal Dec, 20, 1881

My Dear Douglas,

You may have thought it strange that I didn’t answer your note before I left
England, but I assure you it was from no want of will, but from the pressure of
work which obliged me to defer attention to many private matters until after
departure. From Marseilles to Port Said we have had a stormy passage. I dare
say you know how difficult it is to write in a cabin (if you can stand the close
air) in gale wind. I can only hope the enclosed will be of service to you and that
it will not arrive too late. As Ralston, I think very much that the elections would
not take place before February. I have no doubt you will receive other testimony
of much greater value though probably none will be more cordially offered than
my slender contribution. I am, of course at a disadvantage as compared with
those who have an intimate knowledge of your role in the British Museum.

I am sorry various causes, including much occupation at the ?, this indifferent
health and absences from London (as I remained as much as I could in the country)
prevented my seeing you at the Museum, but I should be proud to call on you at
the ? to renew my acquaintance with Mrs. Douglas when I next come home.

Pray let me hear the result of your application.

I suppose you know my councilious Charles Keary, I wish he had greater
scope for his abilities, but opportunities finally come to those who are qualified
for them, if they can afford to wait. I should feel obliged if you would let me
know what his prospects in the Museum Service are, but don’t tell him that I made
the inquiry.

I shall also be interested in Terrieis de la Corneries researches. I have only
read the pamphlet which you translated, and it was of course not full enough to
be convincing. That the Chinese had an earlier origin than that which dates from
their settlement in China is of course evident. But I don’t as yet follow T. de
la Cornerie’s theory that they altered their earlier written language from an
alphabetical to a hieroglyphical one. The Egyptians did not. I should like to see
what he makes of the YIH KING (?). I shall be glad if he finds it will repay
his research. I am afraid his predecessors haven’t done so.

Begging you to remember me very cordially to Mrs. Douglas, believe me my
dear Douglas,

very sincerely yours,

Harry S. Parkes
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