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How Huntington & Toynbee View & Interpret “Civilization” ?
Shoji Mitarai

While the term “civilization” is widely used primarily, if not exclu-
sively, by historians, cultural anthropologists and people in the field of
social sciences, today the term is also more frequently used and employed
by political scientists like Samuel P. Huntington and others than ever be-
fore. Thus, this paper, as a case study, thrusts into the way in which the
historian, Arnold J Toynbee and the political scientist Samuel P. Huntington
view and interpret the term “civilization” —whether: 1), the idea of civili-
zations is divorceable from a historical context of discussion or not; 2),
their description of civilizations remains pluralistic or not; and 3), civili-

zations around the globe are at steak or on the verge of clash or not.
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How to define “Civilization”

As many historians and anthropologists are fully aware of the fact
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that when it comes to the term civilization, it has no single and fixed mean-
ing. First, the author starts off with the question of its definition.

The trouble we face with the term civilization is that it has been
badly mauled and its meaning is (and has been) twisted.

The term civilization is oftentimes used, as Max Lerner once put,
to mean that a particular society is urbane and mature, relatively free of
the irrational Serpent in the Garden of Eden. In that sense there has never
been a truly civilized people except in the literature of the imaginary voyages
or the Utopian romances, so to speak.

There exists a second a sense where politicians and writers use the
term as a we or they polarized bludgeon against the enemy in war, including
the cold war. Thus, civilization is at stake is one of the most often heard
expressions — especially in the outcome of some of struggle, material or
diplomatic—that we may wish the wretched term disposed of forever. This
notion, tothe presentauthor, might haveexerted influence upon Huntington's
interpretation for civilizations even after the cold war.

The pervasive notion is that there are three distinctive meanings of
the term civilization. For some it signifies the state of being civilized —the
possession of good manners and refinement and self-control. The expression
of “a thoroughly civilized person” is said to be the original meaning of
the term when it was introduced into French during the 18" century.

However, the writers of the 19" century enlarged on the term “civiliza-
tion” to signify the growth through time of knowledge and skills that
encouraged people to attain “civilized behavior.”

In 1877, Lewis Henry Morgan placed his central thesis into the title
of his book : Ancient Society, or Researches in the Lines of Human Progress
Sfrom Savagery Through Barbarism to Civilization.

The third meaning of civilization entered English usage from German.
They emphasized the uniqueness of their own nation and differences of its
culture “Kultur” from that of any other folk. By generating this idea,
civilization became plural. It was Oswald Spengler who used the term

Kultur to mean the spiritual state of youthful, organic, and still-growing
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societies, and reserved the term “civilization” to spell out older, more rigid,
and decaying communities.

In the 20" century, the cultural anthropological concept of culture
as the sum of learned patterns of behaviour right fitted into this way of
using the term “civilization.”

Culture, meanwhile, derives from the Latin word “colera”, and it is
a word that has more than two hundred meanings already that one more
can do it no harm. For cultural anthropologists culture has long stood for
the way of life of people, for the sum of their learned patterns of behaviour,
attitudes, and material things. The concept of culture was first defined by
E. B. Tylor in 1871, after all these years it still lacks the rigorous specificity
which characterizes many less revolutionary and useful ideas.

Right after World War I, Arnold J. Toynbee in Great Britain gained
fame and became widely recognized theories of history which implied an
inevitable future decline of Western Civilization. However, most of the
historians around the globe were not well enough convinced by the argu-

ments from analogy on which both Spengler and Toynbee relay.
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Civilization=the total culture of a people, period etc. ; the peoples
considered to have reached a high social development. % 7z civilize=bring
out of a condition of savagery or barbarism to a higher level of social
organization. (Webster's New World Dictionar, 1983, p.14)
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At one extreme, a civilization and a political entity rﬁay coincide.
China., Lucian Pye has commented, is ‘a civilization pretending to be a
state.” Japan is a civilization that is a state. Most civilizations, however,
contain more than one state or other political entity. In the modern world,
more civilizations contain two or more states. (Huntington, The Clash of
Civilizations and Remaking of World Order, p.44)

Some scholars combine Japanese and Chinese culture under the head-
ing of a single Far Eastern civilization. Most, however, do not and instead
recognize Japan as a distinct civilization which was the offspring of Chinese
civilization, emerging during the period between A.D. 100 and 400 (Ibid,
p.45).
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So far we have been working on the assumption that a comparative
study of the geneses, growths, breakdowns, and disintegrations of the
twenty-one Civilizations that we have succeeded in identifying would com-
prehend everything of any significance in the history of Mankind since the
time when the first Civilizations emerged from the Primitive Societies.
(Arnold J. Tonybee (1957), p.1)
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Government 90jv. The International Environment and American Na-
tional Security 2983

Samuel P. Huntington

Analysis of the nature of the Cold War and post-Cold War interna-
tional environments and their implications for the American national secu-
rity. Includes discussion of the economic, political, and institutional as
well as military dimensions of national security. Half course (fall term)
Tu. 2-4 (Courses of Instruction 1991-92, Harvard).

The circumstances under which Huntington committed himself to
the study of civilization derives from his study on the study of develop-

ment, at least of politics development — focusing on the harsh facts of
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economic stagnation in Africa, religious conflicts in the Middle East,
authoritarianism in East Asia or social turmoil in Latin America with
reference to Modernization and Development. His study was introduced in
a n article entitled “The Goals of Development: The Development of Develo
pment Goals.”

In the article, Huntington furnished us with an overview of the
major issues in the study of political development in the past four decades
and the major point of contention. Huntington traced back the evolution
of scholarship from the 1950s through the 1980 ranging from theories that
focus on the compatibility of development goals to current theories that
stress conflicts among goals and possibilities of their reconciliation. He
poses a question as to why 1t is that some countries have been so successful
in achieving many of these apparently conflicting goals, while others have
failed. He advocates that the answer may lie in the relationships between
cultures and development, a theme that he expanded on later in his book
The Clash of Civilizations. (Huntington/Weiner M., (1987))
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Given the extent to which after World War II Japan in contrast to
China identified itself with the West and given the extent to which the
West, whatever is failings, did not collapse totally as the Soviet Union did,
the incentives for Japan to reject the West have been nowhere near as great
as those for China to distance itself from both the Soviet Union and Western
models. On the other hand, the uniqueness of Japanese civilization, the
memories of in other countries of Japanese imperialism, and the economic
centrality of Chinese in most other Asian counties also mean that it will
be easier for Japan to distance itself from the West than it will be for it

to blend itself with Asia. By reasserting its own cultural identity, Japan
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emphasizes its uniqueness and its differences from both Western and other
Asian cultures. (Huntington, (1996) p.107)
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In the new world the most pervasive, important, and dangerous con-
flicts will not be between social classes, rich and poor, or other economically
defined groups, but between peoples belonging to different cultural entities.
Tribal wars and ethnic conflicts will occur with civilizations. Violence be-
tween states and groups from different civilizations, however, carries with
it the potential for escalation as other states and groups from these civili-
zations rally to the support of their ‘kin countries.” (Huntington, 1996, p.
28) The bloody clash of clans in Somalia poses no threat of border conflict.
The bloody clashes of tribes in Rwanda has consequences for Uganda, Zaire
and Burundi but did not much further. The bloody clashes of civilizations
in Bosnia, the Caucasus, Central Asia, or Kashmir could become bigger
wars.

In the post-Cold War world, culture is both a diverse and a unifying
force. People separated by ideology but united by culture come together,
as the two Germanys did and as the two Koreas and the several Chinas

are beginning to. Societies united by ideology or historical circumstance
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but divided by civilization either come apart, as did the Soviet Union, Yugo-
slavia, and Bosnia, or are subject to intense strain, as is the case with U-
kraine, Nigeria, Sudan, India, Sri Lanka, and many others. Countries with
cultural affinities cooperate economically and politically. International or-
ganizations based on states with cultural commonalities, such as the Euro-
pean Union, are far more successful than those that attempt to transcend
cultures. For forty-five years the Iron Curtain was the central dividing
line in Europe. That line has moved several hundred miles east. It is now
the line separating the peoples of Western Christianity, on the one hand,
from Muslim and Orthodox peoples on the other. (Huntington, (1996) p.
28)
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We have already found that our own Western Society (or Civilization)
is affiliated with a predecessor. The obvious method of pursuing our search
for further societies of the same species will be to take the other existing
examples, the Orthodox Christian, the Islamic, the Hindu and the Far
Eastern, and see if we can discover ‘parents’ for them also (Toynbee, A
Study of History Voll-V, 1958 p.12)
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This research memorandum first examined the definition of the term
civilization. Then, it explored how Samuel P. Huntington, one of the most
distinguished political scientists, and Arnold J. Toynbee, one of the most
eminent historians view and interpret the concept of civilization in order
to see where we are in history after the cold war. Certain points of simi-
larity and difference between the two scholars were briefly discussed.

It was found that Huntington expatiates on in what way population
explosion in Muslim countries and the economic rise of East Asia are
changing global politics by focusing on what he terms eight civilizations
in contemporary world. In his opinion, these developments do challenge
Western dominance, promote opposition to universal Western ideals, and
even provoke inter-civilization clash and conflict over global political issues
such as human rights, nuclear proliferation, immigration, and democracy.
His thesis was the Muslim population explosion is likely to lead to small
armed conflicts in and around Eurasia. Furthermore, the rise of China
might result in a global war of civilizations. To prevent these, Huntington
advocates a new way of looking for the West to maintain its unique culture
and also urge people in the world to learn to live or coexist in a diverse,
vet complex multi-civilized world. In other words, it seems to the author
that he tries to remind the audience of the well-known adage produced by
the well-known British poet John Donne, that is “No nation is an island
entire of itself. (onto itself).”
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Bell Tolls, 1940) . I SRBEESIFSNIDOTH S, [XHm] 252
2BV THESNTEFOBEREVWEHEHDE TV 2,

No man is an island, entire of itself; every man is a piece of the con-
tinent, a part of the man: if clod be washed away by the sea, Burope is the
less, as well as if a promontory were, as well as if a manor of thy friend
of thine own were; any man's death diminishes me because I am involved
in mankind, and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it
tolls for thee.
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