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Summary
"Creation or Evolution: Educational Controversy in an American Small Town, Vista 1992-94"
Hiroshi Unoura

This article tried to show how creation-evolution conflict takes its shape at a small town in the present-day America. It required me
to review the local newspapers, interview the key persons directly or on the phone, and attend one of the school board meetings.
Observed in the environment of a small town, it turned out this creation-evolution conflict could not be picked up separately as a single
issue. It appeared combined with such issues as sex education, bilingual education, etc. Including these issues, I described this two-year
history of conflicts as follows.

At the election, November 1992, three seats of the five school board members of the Vista Unified School District, California, were
occupied by the Christian fundamentalists. Immediately they made a voting bloc and began to control the board by 3-2 voting decision.
First, they opened up the way for introducing creationism and criticism against evolution theory into the curriculum. Then, they
changed the trend of sex education from the knowledge on "safe sex” to the emphasis on "abstinence.” These radical changes
stimulated liberal citizens and the Vista Teachers Association to form opposition groups, which finally purged the three
Christian fundamentalists board members as the result of the election, November 1994.

Already in the court, the issue of teaching creationism has been resolved by the US Supreme Court decision in 1987. It
1s unconstitutional for public schools to teach creationism in their science classes. Actually, however, the stipulation is
ignored, at least, by the Christian fundamentalist board members and their supporters.

Creation-evolution conflict still exists in almost all the towns in the United States. It flares up at the election year. If the
both camps are strong enough, the conflict sometimes becomes a proxiy war between the Republican and the Democratic Par-
ties. Unfortunately, they do not know better than to exclude each other. In Vista, the Teachers Association played an decisive
role in recalling the Christian fundamentalist board members. So long as they cannot find any compromise, they will repeat
the conflict and heap grudges and resentments up to a next big court trial. But will it be an end to the creation-evolution con-
flict?



