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ODE TO THE WEST WIND
[Published with Prometheus Unbound, 1820.]

I
O WILD West Wind, thou breath of Autumn’s being,
Thou, from whose unseen presence the leaves dead

Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter fleeing,

Yellow, and black, and pale, and hectic red,
Pestilence-stricken multitudes: O thou,
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Who chariotest to their dark wintry bed

The wingéd seeds, where they lie cold and low,
Each like a corpse within its grave, until

Thine azure sister of the Spring shall blow

Her clarion o’er the dreaming earth, and fill
(Driving sweet buds like flocks to feed in air)

With living hues and odours plain and hill;

Wild Spirit, which art moving everywhere;

Destroyer and preserver; hear, oh, hear!

III
Thou who didst waken from his summer dreams
The blue Mediterranean, where he lay,

Lulled by the coil of his crystalline streams,

Beside a pumice isle in Baiae’s bay,
And saw in sleep old palaces and towers

Quivering within the wave’s intenser day,

All overgrown with azure moss and flowers
So sweet, the sense faints picturing them! Thou

For whose path the Atlantic’s level powers
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Cleave themselves into chasms, while far below
The sea-blooms and the oozy woods which wear

The sapless foliage of the ocean, know

Thy voice, and suddenly grow gray with fear,

And tremble and despoil themselves: oh, hear!
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There was a Greek city, 60 miles to the south of Naples called
Posidonia, now Pesto, where there still subsist three temples of
Etruscan architecture, one almost perfect. From this city we have
just returned. The weather was most unfavourable for our expedi-
tion; after two months of cloudless serenity it began raining cats &
dogs. The first night [Feb.23] we slept at Salerno, a large city
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situated in the recess of a deep bay surrounded with stupendous
mountains of the same name. A few miles from Torre del Greco
we entered the pass of the mountains which is a line dividing the
isthmus of those enormous piles of rock which compose the south-
ern boundary of the bay of Naples & the northern one of that of
Salerno. On one side is a lofty conical hill crowned with the
turrets of a ruined castle & cut into platforms for cultivation, at
least every ravine & glen whose precipitous sides admitted of other
vegetation but that of the rock rooted ilex; on the other the
aetherial snowy crags of an immense mountain whose terrible
lineaments were at intervals concealed or disclosed by volumes of
dense clouds rolling under the tempest. Half a mile from this spot
between orange & lemon groves of a lovely village suspended as it
were on an amphitheatral precipice, whose golden globes contrast-
ed with the white walls & dark green leaves which they almost
outnumbered, shone the sea. A burst of the declining sunlight
illuminated it. The road led along the brink of the precipice
toward Salerno. Nothing could be more glorious than the scene.
The immense mountains covered with the rare & divine vegetation
of this climate with manyfolding vales, & deep dark recesses which
the fancy scarcely could penetrate, descended from their snowy
summits precipitously to the sea. Before us was Salerno built into
a declining plain between the mountains & the sea. Beyond, the
other shore of sky-cleaving mountain, then dim with the mist of
tempest. Underneath, from the base of the precipice where the
road conducted rocky promontories jutted into the sea, some
covered with olive & ilex woods or with the ruined battlements of
some Norman or Saracenic fortress. We slept at Salerno & the

149



CULTURE AND LANGUAGE, No. 50

next morning [Feb.24] before day break proceeded to Posidonia.
The night had been tempestuous, & our road lay by the sea sand.
pp.78-79.

KRB LR 2D, BEOFHRTH 2, BI8FE 12 A AKEHIT. > =
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We have made two excursions, one to Baiz, & one to
Vesuvius, & we propose to visit successively the islands, Paestum,
Pompei, & Beneventum. We set off an hour after sunrise one
radiant morning in a little boat, there was not a cloud in the sky nor
a wave upon the sea which was so translucent that you could see
the hollow caverns clothed with the glaucous sea-moss,& the leaves
& branches of those delicate weeds that pave the unequal bottom
of the water. As noon approached the heat & especially the light
became intense. We passed Posilipo & came first to the eastern
point of the bay of Puzzoli which is within the great bay of Naples
& which again incloses that of Baiz. Here are lofty rocks &
craggy islets, with arches & portals of precipice standing in the sea,
& enormous caverns which echoed faintly with the murmur of the
languid tide. This is called La Scuola di Virgilio. We then went
directly across to the promontory of Misenum leaving the precipi-
tous islet of Nesida on the right. Here we were conducted to see
the Mare Morto & the Elysian fields, the spot on which Virgil
places the scenery of the 6th &£neid. Tho extremely beautiful, as

a lake & woody hills & shis divine sky must make it, I confess my
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dissappointment. The guide showed us an antique cemetery where
the niches used for placing the cinerary urns of the dead yet remain.
We then coasted the bay of Baia to the left in which we saw many
picturesque & interesting ruins; but I have to remark that we never
disembarked but we were dissappointed, while from the boat the
effect of the scenery was inexpressibly delightful. The colours of
the water & the air breathe over all things here the radiance of
their own beauty. After passing the Bay of Baia & observing the
ruins of its antique grandeur standing like rocks in the transparent
sea under our boat, we landed to visit Lake Avernus. We passed
thro the cavern of the Sybil (not Virgils Sybil) which pierces one of
the hills which circumscribe the lake & came to a calm & lovely
basin of water surrounded by dark woody hills, & profoundly
solitary. Some vast ruins of the temple of Pluto stand on a lawny
hill on one side of it, and are reflected in its windless mirror. It is
far more beautiful than the Elysian fields; but there are all the
materials for beauty at the latter, & the Avernus was once a chasm
of deadly & pestilential vapours. About % a mi [le] from Aver-
nus a high hill called Monte N[u] ovo was thrown up by Volcanic
fire——Passing onward we came to Pozz [u] oli the antient
Dicaerchea, where there are three columns remaining of a temple
of Serapis, & the wreck of an enormous amphitheatre changed like
the Coliseum into a natural hill of [by] the overteeming vegetation.
Here also is the Solfatara of which there is a poetical description
in the civil War of Petronius beginning Est locus, & in which the
verses of the poet are infinitely finer than what he describes for it
is not a very curious place. After seeing these things we returned
by moonlight to Naples in our boat; what colours then were in the
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sky, what radiance in the evening star, & how the moon was
encompassed by a light unknown to our regions!——

pp.61-62.
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