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Intercultural Diplomatic Communication: U.S. -Japan

Security Issues & Perception Gap

HFE® BHE
Shoji Mitarai

Abstract

In 1960, President Eisenhower’s scheduled visit to Japan was suddenly cancelled.
The major cause for the cancellation of his visitation was that Prime Minister Kishi, in
order to have the Security treaty go into effect by June 19, without action by the upper
house of the Diet “rammed through”, as E.O.Reischauer put it, “its ratification by the
lower house on the night of May 19, using dubious parliamentary tactics to doso. The
opposition exploded in fury over the Prime Minister’s ‘undramatic’ actions and ‘Amer-
ican’ intervention in Japan’s politics.” Y Large-scale riots and disturbances were witnes-
sed in Tokyo, and tens and thousands of people — primarily made up of college students
— marched through the streets in protest against Prime Minister Kishi and President
Eisenhower’s visit, and the security treaty. But once the treaty went into effect, the riot
and disturbances quickly subsided.

During President Clinton’s visit to Tokyo last April (1996), both Japan and the
United States reaffirmed much closer working relations in dealing with international
economic issues and other global and political issues in the Asia-Pacific regions.

At the end of the summit meeting, the Clinton Administration and the Hashimoto
Cabinet fortified their military defense ties through the security declaration.

Vice President Al Gore also reaffirmed America’s commitment to the Asia-Pacific
region. On his first leg of a weeklong tour in Tokyo on March 24, 1997, he also told
Foreign Minister Ikeda that American Government remains sensitive to issues regarding
U.S. military bases in Okinawa.

In this short article which can serve as a research memorandom, Japan’s defense
policy and issues surrounding the security declaration will be explored in the context of
Intercultural Diplomatic Communication Studies.
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